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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Executive Summary

This memorandum provides information on the following:

. Pursuit of County Position to Oppose AS 1357 (Hernandez) - This measure

would require that Measure B property tax revenues collected from properties
within the San Gabriel Valley region remain within that region for emergency
medical services and trauma services to reduce ambulance diversion.
Therefore, unless otherwise directed by the. Board, consistent with existing
policies to oppose any abridgement or elimination of the Board of Supervisors'
powers and duties, and to oppose proposals that reduce County medical control
over local EMS providers, which has the potential to fragment the system and
allow different levels of services, including patient care, with the County, the
Sacramento advocates wil oppose AS 1357.

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

AS 1357 (Hernandez), which as introduced on February 22, 2013, would require that
Measure B property tax revenues collected from properties within the San Gabriel
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Valley region remain within that region for emergency medical services and trauma
services to reduce ambulance diversion.

In November 2002, the voters of Los Angeles County approved Measure B, which
authorized the County to levy a special tax on structural improvements located within
the County to provide funding for the Countywide System of Trauma Centers,

Emergency Medical Services and Bioterrorism Response. As approved by the voters,
Measure B established a tax rate of $0.03 cents per square foot of structural
improvements. The measure authorized the Board of Supervisors to approve upward
adjustments to the rate limited to changes in the medical component of the Consumer
Price Index. The current rate of the tax levy is $0.0424 cents per improved square foot.

On December 18, 2012, the Auditor-Controller reported a total of $256.1 million in
Measure B revenues for the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2012. This revenue was
allocated to the Department of Health Services' hospitals for trauma and emergency
care, to 12 non-County trauma hospitals for trauma and emergency care services to
eligible indigent patients, and to provide reimbursement for the Physicians Services for
Indigent Program. The Department of Public Health also receives Measure B funding
for bioterrorism preparedness and response activities including: disease and health
event surveillance, laboratory detection and investigation response related to potential
acts of biological, chemical and radiological terrorism.

Measure B revenues are also allocated to provide expanded access to trauma care
services for patients in underserved areas of the County through: the County Fire
Department, Helicopter LeasefTrauma Air Transport and Paramedic Air Squad in the
East San Gabriel Valley; the Sheriff's Department Air Search and Rescue in the
Antelope Valley; and the Los Angeles City Fire Department Trauma Air Transport in the
San Fernando Valley. The Department of Health Services/Emergency Medical Services
(DHS/EMS) indicates that Measure B funds are allocated to the LAC+USC Medical
Center which provides a significant percentage of emergency medical and trauma care
to residents of the San Gabriel Valley. These funds also support trauma care and
services at Huntington Memorial Hospital in Pasadena. Measure B funds allocated to
the County Fire and Sheriff's Department helicopter services are used to transport
critical patients from the San Gabriel Valley to the Los Angeles County+USC Medical
Center.

As introduced, AB 1357 does not define the area of the San Gabriel Valley region from
which Measure B funds must be retained. The Department of Health Services (DHS)
used three different sources to attempt to identify this region for the purposes of
determining the potential impact of this measure on the County. Based on this data,
DHS estimates that approximately 17 percent of Measure B revenue is collected from
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the San Gabriel Valley region. According to DHS, if enacted, AB 1357 would result in a
potential County loss of approximately $47.0 million, based on projected FY 2012-13, of
revenue for critical trauma and emergency services. DHS/EMS also notes that the
agency is responsible for the coordination of the County's EMS system, including pre-
hospital care and transport, and the designation of hospital emergency departments.
According to DHS/EMS, AB 1357 would fragment the County's EMS system and
undermine the oversight, design, planning and legal responsibility of the EMS Agency.

County Counsel indicates that this measure is inconsistent with the authority granted to
charter counties under existing law, and it would undermine the authority of the Board of
Supervisors to allocate Measure B revenues in a manner to best meet the needs of the
County's residents. Further, AB 1357 specifies that Measure B funds retained in the
San Gabriel Valley region be used "to reduce ambulance diversion" and omits other
uses expressly provided for in Measure B, including bioterrorism response.

This office and the Department of Health Services oppose AB 1357. Therefore, unless
otherwise directed by the Board, consistent with existing policies to oppose any
abridgement or elimination of the Board of Supervisors' powers and duties, and to
oppose proposals that reduce county medical control over local EMS providers, which
has the potential to fragment the system and allow different levels of services, including
patient care, within a county, the Sacramento advocates wil oppose AS 1357.

Currently, there is no registered support or opposition on file for AB 1357. This
measure is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Health Committee.

We will continue to keep you advised.
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c: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Local 721
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants

N/Sacramento Updates 2013/sacto 032713


